Cream off the Top!

Perham (218) 346-6240
Fax (218) 346-6241

Employee Spotlight

Here we are already, flying into the fall season. Children will be heading back to school soon. Where has the summer gone…..
This fall we are venturing over to New York Mills Cenex Hardware, where we are checking in with Tina Johnson. Tina has been managing
the C-Store for the past six months. Prior to this she was a clerk in the store and worked in the main office for a time. She came over to
work for LAC around a year and a half ago. She brought with her many years of experience in working in the Convenience Store industry
(many New York Mills locals may recognize her from her years of service at the Casey’s General Store).
Having been born and raised in Delano, Tina grew up on a farm where they raised Quarter Horse racehorses. In 1999, she and her
husband Mark moved their family to Perham. Here they raised their four children and they started and operated their own business, Big
Pine Custom Builders. Living on a farm still allows her to enjoy her love for horses and Mark’s passion for hunting, but even more so, she
enjoys spending time with her four grandchildren.
Over the past year here at the Cenex, the employees were excited to finally have the new diesel island up and running. Looking forward,
there is also excitement regarding the building of a new car wash, with hopes to have that opening in early October.
With our world continually changing, Tina would like to remind us to always Remember to be Kind.
Stop on in at the New York Mills Cenex and check them out. Be sure to say Hi to Tina and the crew, as we are sure you will always be
welcomed with a smile and a helping hand.

News From...Menahga Farm & Home

12 Birch Ave. Menahga MN 56464
218-564-4453
Jay Pokorny, Mgr.

Hello from Menahga! What’s new at the Menahga Farm & Home? Well, to start off, I would like to announce that we have a new face to
greet you when you come into the store. She is Amy Lillquist and she is doing the ordering, stocking and clerking in the store and other duties that
our late John Roberts did for the Co-op. Stop on in and meet Amy and say Hello.
We have also replaced our old tire machine with a new state of the art machine that can handle the big rims and tires that are on the newer
pick-up trucks and SUVs. We can now safely change these tires without worrying about slippage and scratching these expensive wheels. Speaking
of tires, we had a very successful summer in tire sales and we hope to sell a lot more this fall. If you are in the market to get new tires before the
snow flies, stop in or give us a call to get a quote. Just a heads up that there are still supply issues with some brands and models, so maybe you want
to buy a little early to get what you want, especially with winter/snow tires. Because when they are out, they are out until next year.
Another upgrade we did this summer is to install an LED open/closed sign for our self-serve car wash. This is a big improvement because
when the weather gets colder we sometimes close the wash on weekends and at night after closing time to avoid freezing. Our customers will always
know if it is open or closed just by driving by and looking.
In closing, we would like to remind folks that we offer oil changes and brake work, besides tire sales and repairs, along with bagged feed,
pet food, meat from the Perham Meat Market, hardware items, Cenex lubricants, and a whole lot more.
Stop in and check it all out. We appreciate your business!!
					

Recipe
Quick Chicken Ramen Noodle Stir Fry

Jay, Bob and Amy - 218-564-4453
2 3.5 oz ramen noodle packages 		
1 ½ cups small Broccoli florets
( not using the flavor packets)		
1 cup diced Sweet Onion
1/3 cup Chicken Stock				
1 cup diced Red Bell Pepper
¼ cup Oyster Sauce				
1 cup sliced Mushrooms (I like shiitake)
1 teaspoon Sriracha (more or less to taste)
3 cloves Garlic – minced
1 tablespoon Canola Oil				
1 tablespoon freshly grated Ginger
1 pound boneless Chicken Thighs – diced
2 Green Onions – sliced
						½ teaspoon toasted Sesame Seeds
In large pot of boiling water, cook ramen noodles until tender, about 3-4 minutes. Drain
and rinse in cold water. Drain well. In medium bowl, whisk together chicken stock, oyster
sauce, rice wine vinegar and Sriracha. Heat canola oil in a large skillet over medium heat.
Add chicken and cook until golden and cooked through. Takes about 4-5 minutes. Remove chicken from the pan and set aside. In the pan add broccoli, onion, bell pepper and
mushrooms stirring until tender. 4-5 minutes. Stir in garlic and ginger until fragrant. About
a minute. Stir in the chicken stock mixture, scraping any browned bits from the bottom of
pan. Add the ramen noodles and the chicken. Stir until heated through and everything is
evenly coated in the sauce. Garnish with the green onions and toasted sesame seeds if so
desired.

Fall 2022
Locker Div. (218) 346-6245 // Fertilizer Div. (218) 346-2355 // Milk Div. (218) 346-6240 // Battle Lake Coop (218) 864-5574
Vergas Country Store (218) 342-2441 // Wolf Lake Coop (218) 538-6660 // Menahga Farm (218) 564-4453
Feed: Perham (218) 346-7075// Menahga (218) 564-4421 // Toll Free 800-935-8951
Bulk, LP, Gas & Diesel: Perham (218) 346-3500 // Menahga (218) 564-4453 // Toll Free 866-346-5601
C-Stores: Perham Oasis (218) 346-7810 // Ottertail Oasis (218) 367-3626 // Dent Oasis (218) 758-3300 // NYM (218) 385-2060
Menahga (218) 564-5264 // Park Rapids (218) 237-2667 // Akeley (218) 652-2665 // Clarissa-Eagle Valley Express (218) 756-3320.

www.lakesareacoop.com

The General Manager’s Corner…
Dear Lakes Area Cooperative (LAC) Patrons,

9/1/22

This year’s first six-month financial results show $1,729,000 of local earnings and $4,578,000 in earnings after patronage on sales of 58.7 million dollars. This compares to $1,669,000 of local earnings and $3,140,000 after patronage
on 45.7 million dollars in sales for the first half of 2021.
This summer LAC is in the process of adding a two bay carwash to the location in New York Mills. The new carwash
will be similar to the one built in Perham with a touchless and a soft touch option and of course a dog wash for the
furry ones. We hope to open this wash very soon.
In Perham we will soon be doubling the capacity of our truck storage on the Fort Thunder Road. The addition will
allow our growing milk hauling business to store trucks that are now outside and also have room for tractor trailers
indoor.
Recently, the 2021 earnings were distributed. $882,000 was paid in cash and $2,058,000 was credited to your patron
equity accounts. Including the past equity payments of 2008 of Perham Creamery 2008 of LAC milk and 2004 Coop
Sampo equity that were done in March, it brings the total 2022 cash payment to our patrons to over $2,368,000. LAC
also paid out any 75 year olds and all Estates who have applied. Your cooperative is in strong financial position; the
LAC board of directors values your patron equity accounts and takes on the fiscal responsibility to pay out as much as
possible while balancing the needs of your growing business.
Thank you to all LAC Employees, Board of Directors, and Patron owners for making your cooperatives operations
successful.
Dale Tellinghuisen
General Manager
Lakes Area Cooperative

News From... Steve Greenwood Mgr.
New York Mills
First off “THANK YOU” to all of our customers for supporting your local
LAC. We are thankful that even with everything happening in the world like
the supply chain, gas prices, and prices going up on the shelves our business
remains strong. 			
With winter just right around the corner it’s time to start thinking of your
winter supplies like RV anti-freeze, snow shovels, roof rakes, and Husqvarna
snow blowers (coming the end of September). We still have a few mowers
left to help mulch up those leaves that are certainly going to fall. If you are
in need of anything serviced such as your lawn mower or snow blower, give
Ryan a call at Ryan’s repair.
The new car wash is coming along and should be opening early fall. It will
have two bays, a touchless wash and a soft touch wash for your vehicle, as
well as a Pet wash. The vacuums will be on the east side of the hardware
store.
Come on in – Check us out. And to all you area farmers, have a bountiful
and safe harvest. 							
From the crew at Cenex/Hardware Hank

News From... Luke Flink,
The Milk Department

Mgr.

Time For A Recap!
I thought I would take this opportunity to update LAC patrons about
the size/scope of our creamery division. We’ve experienced some nice
growth over the past few years! LAC currently has 12 trucks dedicated
to milk. We currently run 8 trucks on 20 milk routes per day, hauling a
summer average of 840,000 pounds of milk per day! In cooler weather,
this average can increase by 10-15%. We are also happily expecting
some expansion from one of the larger dairies we pick up, which
should have us hauling nearly 1,000,000 pounds of milk per day! We
are THANKFUL to employ 13 drivers that make up the best crew of
drivers we could ask for. That being said, we are still taking applications for drivers to continue to add to this excellent team as our division grows. SO- If you know anyone that has a CDL, and is looking for
a great opportunity please feel free to mention LAC!
Tucker Swiontek, Carl Hoffmann, Anthony Schneider, Jim Barry, Tom Sweere,
Sabino Hernandez-Mejia, Don Krack, Dean Rix, Dave Strom, Martin Martinez,
Josh Johnson, Bob Lackmann, Lane Seifert

Jason Aho

News From... Dave Deuchar, Mgr. News From... Energy Division Mgr.
The Energy Department
Battle Lake
Here at the Battle Lake Cenex, we would like to remind you that we
are not just any store. This is a one-stop Co-op where we offer a variety of products and services to our customers.
First off, school is right around the corner, so what better time is there
to make an appointment with our automotive shop to check on your
brakes? Winter is a harsh season; make sure you have good winter
driving tires on. This is also a good time to stop in to get your tires
rotated and an alignment. We want you to have a safer and better
driving experience. This is just a few of the many services we offer in
our Automotive Department.
Next, we have Hardware Hank. With our knowledgeable staff, we
can point you in the right direction. Whether it is electrical, plumbing,
RV anti-freeze, furnace filters, or a wide variety of tools, we have you
covered. We also offer a variety of Nutri-Source dog & cat foods,
bird seeds, chicken feed starter and white block salt for your pets &
livestock.
Lastly, we have the Convenience Store. Here we carry a vast variety
of new products, from breakfast sandwiches to lunch. We also have
a cooler stocked with meat from the LAC Meat Market. Coming soon
will be our Alligator Ice Slushy machine. Stop on over and enjoy some
refreshments while you are waiting on your vehicle to be maintained.
There is a small sitting area to accommodate you.
As a part of the Battle Lake community, the Co-op makes it our Number One priority to be successful in our services and products that we
offer to you, our customer.
We are also thankful to be able to provide this service with the assistance of such a dedicated and hardworking crew that is employed
here. We look forward to seeing you soon.
Dave & the Gang

News From... Jim Quittschreiber, Mgr.
The Feed Department
I would like to start with a big “We miss you Ben. Keep up the hard work
and we are looking forward to you returning home.” To keep up with his
progress, check on Caring Bridge as Missy is giving updates regularly.
With cattle coming off pasture, look to us for your pour-ons and wormers
along with any gates, panels, mineral feeders, head gates, cattle chutes, and
other livestock equipment that you might need. We also have different
style bale feeders to meet your specific preferences. Also, now is a good
time to check your waterers to make sure they are functioning right before the temps create an undesirable chore. If needed, we carry the line of
Ritchie waterers with different sizes to meet your requirements.
So far this summer has been good for hay and corn production, meeting
needed tonnage to feed our herds. We currently have a full supply of ag
bags, silage covers and silage barriers to meet your individual needs, along
with inoculants for fast proper fermentation when processing the crops.
With our current economy, the feed cost and supplies are higher as with
the freight cost and the production cost. We are buying in volume as best
we can to deliver products at a fair price. Check us out for your mineral,
tubs and/or bagged feed needs. Don’t forget, we have QLF for your supplement needs. With the sugar price less volatile to assist your minerals and
protein along with cost effective due to high corn price.
At Menahga Elevator we have made some upgrades. By changing our flow
meter for consistent application of mill coat, along with correcting pinch
points and adding access for cleanout to better improve feed quality going
out to our patrons. As of late, we have added pallet racking. This will help
organize our floor stock, minimize tearing bags, and clutter on the floor
with the wide variety of products we carry.
Can’t say it enough, a Big Thank You to our loyal patrons, because this
is your Coop. And if you are not currently a patron, let us show what we
can do for your operation. We look forward to serving you now and in
the future.
		
LAC Feed Department

We are all hearing terms like “Green Energy”, “Carbon Footprint”.
It seems that lots of people in our world are trying to push forms of
renewable energy or low-carbon energy. Trying to shift everything to
an all-electric energy system. I want to remind people that propane is
a clean burning, low carbon option that is often overlooked. Energy
neutral construction does not require all-electric for your buildings or
home. Using low-carbon propane for space heating, cooking, drying
laundry and water heating provides an effective way to lower the carbon
footprint in your home.
Furnaces: Keeping your home warm at about half the cost of electricity.
Generators: Increased safety and quiet operation give propane generators an advantage over gasoline/diesel generators.
Fireplaces: Enjoy up to double the warmth and comfort of your fireplace
without smoke, soot or ash. This efficient, clean-burning heat source
continues to operate during power outages.
Space Heaters: Thermostat-controlled direct-vent and vent-free space
heaters are portable and easy to set up.
Ovens, Stoves and Ranges: With superior heat distribution and better
temperature control than electric stoves, gas ovens, stoves and ranges are
preferred by professional chefs. They’re cheaper to operate and will work
during power outages.
Dryers: With a propane-fueled dryer, you’ll get the clothes dried faster.
Water Heaters: Propane tankless water heaters produce less emission
than electric-powered storage water heaters.
Thanks,
The Energy Team

News From...
Carol
The Oasis

King, Mgr.

Another summer is nearly over. We have been quite busy at
the C-stores. You may have noticed that we have upgraded
four of our locations to the new Halo Image with Cenex.
Vergas, Akeley, Dent and Battle Lake are all now upgraded
with lighted canopies and refreshed islands. We try very hard
to keep your locations looking as nice as possible. Next year
we will be doing upgrades on three more of our locations.
Those locations will be Perham, Park Rapids and Ottertail.
We are excited about the locations we have gotten done and
the upcoming projects for next year.
We have finally seen a bit of a drop in fuel pricing. It was
pleasantly surprising to see the number of folks on the road
this summer. They appear a bit less stressed since prices have
been dropping. We can’t give any promises how long that will
last or how it will all shake out in the end, but it sure has been
nice to see the prices going down.
As usual the stores are struggling with help. If you know of
anyone looking for some part time work, I think we have
room at just about all the stores, especially with school starting again soon.
We truly appreciate all your support in keeping our Co-op
strong. It is our pleasure to provide our services to the many
communities in which we have stations and stores.
Hope harvest goes well for our farming members. Have a
wonderful fall and winter season…see you in the spring!

News From...
Professional Agronomy Services

Charlie Guck
P.A.S. Mgr.

Looking back on this year’s growing season we had a later than average start to spring planting. Although many of our fields
had adequate moisture, there were also many areas that were too wet to plant right away. The late planting was the toughest on
our small grains with the heat we had in June. Corn and beans are in a little better shape as they weren’t planted as far behind.
Despite it not raining as much as we would like, the corn and beans look pretty good. Hopefully we will get enough heat and
sunlight in September and October to finish our crop.
We had plenty of other challenges in 2022 as well. The supply chain for many products was tight and some products were nonexistent and with that comes increased prices. Although products were tight, we were able to cover everyone’s needs or switch
to alternative products. It’s hard to say at this point what will happen with supplies going forward, but it looks like things may
start to loosen up. We have already seen the cost of certain products soften. If you have questions for this fall or next year, don’t
hesitate to call.
Seed selling season will be here shortly. Please keep in mind your weed control needs for the 2023 season. There are many
options for herbicide tolerant varieties and hybrids available and they are not all equal. Our staff would be happy to go over your
plan for next year and place the right seed on the right acre.
We would like to Thank You for your business and as harvest season approaches remember to take the time to be safe.
									The PAS Staff

News From...Wolf Lake Coop

Jim Taylor, Mgr.

Greetings from the Wolf Lake LAC/Hardware Hank!
Thank you to all our many customers who are supporting this community business and keeping LAC viable in this
area. This summer has been very busy! We appreciate your choosing to shop here.
This past May, the LAC family was saddened by the loss of John Roberts, a long-time employee of both the Wolf Lake
and Menahga Co-op stores. He is sorely missed by co-workers and customers alike. Our thoughts are with his family and
friends.
We are looking forward to the upcoming hunting seasons. Check out our selection of ammunition, scents, gloves, and other
hunting supplies (some items are in short supply due to shortages out of our control, so check early for what you will need
this fall). Once again, we are sponsoring our “Pretty Big Deer” rifle season buck/doe contest. The 10th biggest deer wins!
Any deer registered and weighed at Wolf Lake is eligible, no pre-registration necessary.
Don’t forget we stock feed, vet supplies, groceries, pet foods, hardware, plumbing, oils, fencing, hydraulic hoses, automotive additives, tools, bale wrap, tires, garden supplies, fuels, and nearly anything else you need!
Stop in and check out our ever-changing selection. Remember, the coffee is always hot! Looking forward to seeing you!!
									Jim, Lisa, Jordana, Scott, and Kay

News From...
The Perham Meat Market

Steve Sweere, Mgr

Our 2022 year has started off with huge processing numbers, along with better than expected retail sales.
Our new addition and front end remodel has worked out wonderfully. Our summer shoppers seem to really
like the faster check out along with the variety in selection and fair prices.
We currently have a plan to expand our holding capacity in our cooler by adding an extra rail to assist with
keeping up to processing demand.
As always, we continue to offer a huge Seafood selection. This includes cod, walleye, shrimp, crab, lobster,
salmon, halibut, swordfish, tuna, etc. We also have a full line of beef roast, steaks, 85% lean ground chuck,
rib-eye, t-bone, tenderloin. Pork chops, country ribs, pork steak, spareribs, porketta roasts. Boneless chicken breasts, thighs, drumsticks, along with several turkey products. Bison and Grass fed beef. A variety of
bacons, sausages of all types and various seasonings. We also carry Amish eggs when available, and milk
from Ten Finn Creamery.
We’d also like to remind everyone to sign up for our e-mail ads and specials at locker@lakesareacoop.
com. Also like us on Facebook so you don’t miss out on any special sales.
Come on in, check us out. We are sure you’ll find what’s for supper.
							

Steve and the Crew at the Perham Meat Market

Jason Aho

News From... Dave Deuchar, Mgr. News From... Energy Division Mgr.
The Energy Department
Battle Lake
Here at the Battle Lake Cenex, we would like to remind you that we
are not just any store. This is a one-stop Co-op where we offer a variety of products and services to our customers.
First off, school is right around the corner, so what better time is there
to make an appointment with our automotive shop to check on your
brakes? Winter is a harsh season; make sure you have good winter
driving tires on. This is also a good time to stop in to get your tires
rotated and an alignment. We want you to have a safer and better
driving experience. This is just a few of the many services we offer in
our Automotive Department.
Next, we have Hardware Hank. With our knowledgeable staff, we
can point you in the right direction. Whether it is electrical, plumbing,
RV anti-freeze, furnace filters, or a wide variety of tools, we have you
covered. We also offer a variety of Nutri-Source dog & cat foods,
bird seeds, chicken feed starter and white block salt for your pets &
livestock.
Lastly, we have the Convenience Store. Here we carry a vast variety
of new products, from breakfast sandwiches to lunch. We also have
a cooler stocked with meat from the LAC Meat Market. Coming soon
will be our Alligator Ice Slushy machine. Stop on over and enjoy some
refreshments while you are waiting on your vehicle to be maintained.
There is a small sitting area to accommodate you.
As a part of the Battle Lake community, the Co-op makes it our Number One priority to be successful in our services and products that we
offer to you, our customer.
We are also thankful to be able to provide this service with the assistance of such a dedicated and hardworking crew that is employed
here. We look forward to seeing you soon.
Dave & the Gang

News From... Jim Quittschreiber, Mgr.
The Feed Department
I would like to start with a big “We miss you Ben. Keep up the hard work
and we are looking forward to you returning home.” To keep up with his
progress, check on Caring Bridge as Missy is giving updates regularly.
With cattle coming off pasture, look to us for your pour-ons and wormers
along with any gates, panels, mineral feeders, head gates, cattle chutes, and
other livestock equipment that you might need. We also have different
style bale feeders to meet your specific preferences. Also, now is a good
time to check your waterers to make sure they are functioning right before the temps create an undesirable chore. If needed, we carry the line of
Ritchie waterers with different sizes to meet your requirements.
So far this summer has been good for hay and corn production, meeting
needed tonnage to feed our herds. We currently have a full supply of ag
bags, silage covers and silage barriers to meet your individual needs, along
with inoculants for fast proper fermentation when processing the crops.
With our current economy, the feed cost and supplies are higher as with
the freight cost and the production cost. We are buying in volume as best
we can to deliver products at a fair price. Check us out for your mineral,
tubs and/or bagged feed needs. Don’t forget, we have QLF for your supplement needs. With the sugar price less volatile to assist your minerals and
protein along with cost effective due to high corn price.
At Menahga Elevator we have made some upgrades. By changing our flow
meter for consistent application of mill coat, along with correcting pinch
points and adding access for cleanout to better improve feed quality going
out to our patrons. As of late, we have added pallet racking. This will help
organize our floor stock, minimize tearing bags, and clutter on the floor
with the wide variety of products we carry.
Can’t say it enough, a Big Thank You to our loyal patrons, because this
is your Coop. And if you are not currently a patron, let us show what we
can do for your operation. We look forward to serving you now and in
the future.
		
LAC Feed Department

We are all hearing terms like “Green Energy”, “Carbon Footprint”.
It seems that lots of people in our world are trying to push forms of
renewable energy or low-carbon energy. Trying to shift everything to
an all-electric energy system. I want to remind people that propane is
a clean burning, low carbon option that is often overlooked. Energy
neutral construction does not require all-electric for your buildings or
home. Using low-carbon propane for space heating, cooking, drying
laundry and water heating provides an effective way to lower the carbon
footprint in your home.
Furnaces: Keeping your home warm at about half the cost of electricity.
Generators: Increased safety and quiet operation give propane generators an advantage over gasoline/diesel generators.
Fireplaces: Enjoy up to double the warmth and comfort of your fireplace
without smoke, soot or ash. This efficient, clean-burning heat source
continues to operate during power outages.
Space Heaters: Thermostat-controlled direct-vent and vent-free space
heaters are portable and easy to set up.
Ovens, Stoves and Ranges: With superior heat distribution and better
temperature control than electric stoves, gas ovens, stoves and ranges are
preferred by professional chefs. They’re cheaper to operate and will work
during power outages.
Dryers: With a propane-fueled dryer, you’ll get the clothes dried faster.
Water Heaters: Propane tankless water heaters produce less emission
than electric-powered storage water heaters.
Thanks,
The Energy Team

News From...
Carol
The Oasis

King, Mgr.

Another summer is nearly over. We have been quite busy at
the C-stores. You may have noticed that we have upgraded
four of our locations to the new Halo Image with Cenex.
Vergas, Akeley, Dent and Battle Lake are all now upgraded
with lighted canopies and refreshed islands. We try very hard
to keep your locations looking as nice as possible. Next year
we will be doing upgrades on three more of our locations.
Those locations will be Perham, Park Rapids and Ottertail.
We are excited about the locations we have gotten done and
the upcoming projects for next year.
We have finally seen a bit of a drop in fuel pricing. It was
pleasantly surprising to see the number of folks on the road
this summer. They appear a bit less stressed since prices have
been dropping. We can’t give any promises how long that will
last or how it will all shake out in the end, but it sure has been
nice to see the prices going down.
As usual the stores are struggling with help. If you know of
anyone looking for some part time work, I think we have
room at just about all the stores, especially with school starting again soon.
We truly appreciate all your support in keeping our Co-op
strong. It is our pleasure to provide our services to the many
communities in which we have stations and stores.
Hope harvest goes well for our farming members. Have a
wonderful fall and winter season…see you in the spring!

News From...
Professional Agronomy Services

Charlie Guck
P.A.S. Mgr.

Looking back on this year’s growing season we had a later than average start to spring planting. Although many of our fields
had adequate moisture, there were also many areas that were too wet to plant right away. The late planting was the toughest on
our small grains with the heat we had in June. Corn and beans are in a little better shape as they weren’t planted as far behind.
Despite it not raining as much as we would like, the corn and beans look pretty good. Hopefully we will get enough heat and
sunlight in September and October to finish our crop.
We had plenty of other challenges in 2022 as well. The supply chain for many products was tight and some products were nonexistent and with that comes increased prices. Although products were tight, we were able to cover everyone’s needs or switch
to alternative products. It’s hard to say at this point what will happen with supplies going forward, but it looks like things may
start to loosen up. We have already seen the cost of certain products soften. If you have questions for this fall or next year, don’t
hesitate to call.
Seed selling season will be here shortly. Please keep in mind your weed control needs for the 2023 season. There are many
options for herbicide tolerant varieties and hybrids available and they are not all equal. Our staff would be happy to go over your
plan for next year and place the right seed on the right acre.
We would like to Thank You for your business and as harvest season approaches remember to take the time to be safe.
									The PAS Staff

News From...Wolf Lake Coop

Jim Taylor, Mgr.

Greetings from the Wolf Lake LAC/Hardware Hank!
Thank you to all our many customers who are supporting this community business and keeping LAC viable in this
area. This summer has been very busy! We appreciate your choosing to shop here.
This past May, the LAC family was saddened by the loss of John Roberts, a long-time employee of both the Wolf Lake
and Menahga Co-op stores. He is sorely missed by co-workers and customers alike. Our thoughts are with his family and
friends.
We are looking forward to the upcoming hunting seasons. Check out our selection of ammunition, scents, gloves, and other
hunting supplies (some items are in short supply due to shortages out of our control, so check early for what you will need
this fall). Once again, we are sponsoring our “Pretty Big Deer” rifle season buck/doe contest. The 10th biggest deer wins!
Any deer registered and weighed at Wolf Lake is eligible, no pre-registration necessary.
Don’t forget we stock feed, vet supplies, groceries, pet foods, hardware, plumbing, oils, fencing, hydraulic hoses, automotive additives, tools, bale wrap, tires, garden supplies, fuels, and nearly anything else you need!
Stop in and check out our ever-changing selection. Remember, the coffee is always hot! Looking forward to seeing you!!
									Jim, Lisa, Jordana, Scott, and Kay

News From...
The Perham Meat Market

Steve Sweere, Mgr

Our 2022 year has started off with huge processing numbers, along with better than expected retail sales.
Our new addition and front end remodel has worked out wonderfully. Our summer shoppers seem to really
like the faster check out along with the variety in selection and fair prices.
We currently have a plan to expand our holding capacity in our cooler by adding an extra rail to assist with
keeping up to processing demand.
As always, we continue to offer a huge Seafood selection. This includes cod, walleye, shrimp, crab, lobster,
salmon, halibut, swordfish, tuna, etc. We also have a full line of beef roast, steaks, 85% lean ground chuck,
rib-eye, t-bone, tenderloin. Pork chops, country ribs, pork steak, spareribs, porketta roasts. Boneless chicken breasts, thighs, drumsticks, along with several turkey products. Bison and Grass fed beef. A variety of
bacons, sausages of all types and various seasonings. We also carry Amish eggs when available, and milk
from Ten Finn Creamery.
We’d also like to remind everyone to sign up for our e-mail ads and specials at locker@lakesareacoop.
com. Also like us on Facebook so you don’t miss out on any special sales.
Come on in, check us out. We are sure you’ll find what’s for supper.
							

Steve and the Crew at the Perham Meat Market

Cream off the Top!

Perham (218) 346-6240
Fax (218) 346-6241

Employee Spotlight

Here we are already, flying into the fall season. Children will be heading back to school soon. Where has the summer gone…..
This fall we are venturing over to New York Mills Cenex Hardware, where we are checking in with Tina Johnson. Tina has been managing
the C-Store for the past six months. Prior to this she was a clerk in the store and worked in the main office for a time. She came over to
work for LAC around a year and a half ago. She brought with her many years of experience in working in the Convenience Store industry
(many New York Mills locals may recognize her from her years of service at the Casey’s General Store).
Having been born and raised in Delano, Tina grew up on a farm where they raised Quarter Horse racehorses. In 1999, she and her
husband Mark moved their family to Perham. Here they raised their four children and they started and operated their own business, Big
Pine Custom Builders. Living on a farm still allows her to enjoy her love for horses and Mark’s passion for hunting, but even more so, she
enjoys spending time with her four grandchildren.
Over the past year here at the Cenex, the employees were excited to finally have the new diesel island up and running. Looking forward,
there is also excitement regarding the building of a new car wash, with hopes to have that opening in early October.
With our world continually changing, Tina would like to remind us to always Remember to be Kind.
Stop on in at the New York Mills Cenex and check them out. Be sure to say Hi to Tina and the crew, as we are sure you will always be
welcomed with a smile and a helping hand.

News From...Menahga Farm & Home

12 Birch Ave. Menahga MN 56464
218-564-4453
Jay Pokorny, Mgr.

Hello from Menahga! What’s new at the Menahga Farm & Home? Well, to start off, I would like to announce that we have a new face to
greet you when you come into the store. She is Amy Lillquist and she is doing the ordering, stocking and clerking in the store and other duties that
our late John Roberts did for the Co-op. Stop on in and meet Amy and say Hello.
We have also replaced our old tire machine with a new state of the art machine that can handle the big rims and tires that are on the newer
pick-up trucks and SUVs. We can now safely change these tires without worrying about slippage and scratching these expensive wheels. Speaking
of tires, we had a very successful summer in tire sales and we hope to sell a lot more this fall. If you are in the market to get new tires before the
snow flies, stop in or give us a call to get a quote. Just a heads up that there are still supply issues with some brands and models, so maybe you want
to buy a little early to get what you want, especially with winter/snow tires. Because when they are out, they are out until next year.
Another upgrade we did this summer is to install an LED open/closed sign for our self-serve car wash. This is a big improvement because
when the weather gets colder we sometimes close the wash on weekends and at night after closing time to avoid freezing. Our customers will always
know if it is open or closed just by driving by and looking.
In closing, we would like to remind folks that we offer oil changes and brake work, besides tire sales and repairs, along with bagged feed,
pet food, meat from the Perham Meat Market, hardware items, Cenex lubricants, and a whole lot more.
Stop in and check it all out. We appreciate your business!!
					

Recipe
Quick Chicken Ramen Noodle Stir Fry

Jay, Bob and Amy - 218-564-4453
2 3.5 oz ramen noodle packages 		
1 ½ cups small Broccoli florets
( not using the flavor packets)		
1 cup diced Sweet Onion
1/3 cup Chicken Stock				
1 cup diced Red Bell Pepper
¼ cup Oyster Sauce				
1 cup sliced Mushrooms (I like shiitake)
1 teaspoon Sriracha (more or less to taste)
3 cloves Garlic – minced
1 tablespoon Canola Oil				
1 tablespoon freshly grated Ginger
1 pound boneless Chicken Thighs – diced
2 Green Onions – sliced
						½ teaspoon toasted Sesame Seeds
In large pot of boiling water, cook ramen noodles until tender, about 3-4 minutes. Drain
and rinse in cold water. Drain well. In medium bowl, whisk together chicken stock, oyster
sauce, rice wine vinegar and Sriracha. Heat canola oil in a large skillet over medium heat.
Add chicken and cook until golden and cooked through. Takes about 4-5 minutes. Remove chicken from the pan and set aside. In the pan add broccoli, onion, bell pepper and
mushrooms stirring until tender. 4-5 minutes. Stir in garlic and ginger until fragrant. About
a minute. Stir in the chicken stock mixture, scraping any browned bits from the bottom of
pan. Add the ramen noodles and the chicken. Stir until heated through and everything is
evenly coated in the sauce. Garnish with the green onions and toasted sesame seeds if so
desired.

Fall 2022
Locker Div. (218) 346-6245 // Fertilizer Div. (218) 346-2355 // Milk Div. (218) 346-6240 // Battle Lake Coop (218) 864-5574
Vergas Country Store (218) 342-2441 // Wolf Lake Coop (218) 538-6660 // Menahga Farm (218) 564-4453
Feed: Perham (218) 346-7075// Menahga (218) 564-4421 // Toll Free 800-935-8951
Bulk, LP, Gas & Diesel: Perham (218) 346-3500 // Menahga (218) 564-4453 // Toll Free 866-346-5601
C-Stores: Perham Oasis (218) 346-7810 // Ottertail Oasis (218) 367-3626 // Dent Oasis (218) 758-3300 // NYM (218) 385-2060
Menahga (218) 564-5264 // Park Rapids (218) 237-2667 // Akeley (218) 652-2665 // Clarissa-Eagle Valley Express (218) 756-3320.

www.lakesareacoop.com

The General Manager’s Corner…
Dear Lakes Area Cooperative (LAC) Patrons,

9/1/22

This year’s first six-month financial results show $1,729,000 of local earnings and $4,578,000 in earnings after patronage on sales of 58.7 million dollars. This compares to $1,669,000 of local earnings and $3,140,000 after patronage
on 45.7 million dollars in sales for the first half of 2021.
This summer LAC is in the process of adding a two bay carwash to the location in New York Mills. The new carwash
will be similar to the one built in Perham with a touchless and a soft touch option and of course a dog wash for the
furry ones. We hope to open this wash very soon.
In Perham we will soon be doubling the capacity of our truck storage on the Fort Thunder Road. The addition will
allow our growing milk hauling business to store trucks that are now outside and also have room for tractor trailers
indoor.
Recently, the 2021 earnings were distributed. $882,000 was paid in cash and $2,058,000 was credited to your patron
equity accounts. Including the past equity payments of 2008 of Perham Creamery 2008 of LAC milk and 2004 Coop
Sampo equity that were done in March, it brings the total 2022 cash payment to our patrons to over $2,368,000. LAC
also paid out any 75 year olds and all Estates who have applied. Your cooperative is in strong financial position; the
LAC board of directors values your patron equity accounts and takes on the fiscal responsibility to pay out as much as
possible while balancing the needs of your growing business.
Thank you to all LAC Employees, Board of Directors, and Patron owners for making your cooperatives operations
successful.
Dale Tellinghuisen
General Manager
Lakes Area Cooperative

News From... Steve Greenwood Mgr.
New York Mills
First off “THANK YOU” to all of our customers for supporting your local
LAC. We are thankful that even with everything happening in the world like
the supply chain, gas prices, and prices going up on the shelves our business
remains strong. 			
With winter just right around the corner it’s time to start thinking of your
winter supplies like RV anti-freeze, snow shovels, roof rakes, and Husqvarna
snow blowers (coming the end of September). We still have a few mowers
left to help mulch up those leaves that are certainly going to fall. If you are
in need of anything serviced such as your lawn mower or snow blower, give
Ryan a call at Ryan’s repair.
The new car wash is coming along and should be opening early fall. It will
have two bays, a touchless wash and a soft touch wash for your vehicle, as
well as a Pet wash. The vacuums will be on the east side of the hardware
store.
Come on in – Check us out. And to all you area farmers, have a bountiful
and safe harvest. 							
From the crew at Cenex/Hardware Hank

News From... Luke Flink,
The Milk Department

Mgr.

Time For A Recap!
I thought I would take this opportunity to update LAC patrons about
the size/scope of our creamery division. We’ve experienced some nice
growth over the past few years! LAC currently has 12 trucks dedicated
to milk. We currently run 8 trucks on 20 milk routes per day, hauling a
summer average of 840,000 pounds of milk per day! In cooler weather,
this average can increase by 10-15%. We are also happily expecting
some expansion from one of the larger dairies we pick up, which
should have us hauling nearly 1,000,000 pounds of milk per day! We
are THANKFUL to employ 13 drivers that make up the best crew of
drivers we could ask for. That being said, we are still taking applications for drivers to continue to add to this excellent team as our division grows. SO- If you know anyone that has a CDL, and is looking for
a great opportunity please feel free to mention LAC!
Tucker Swiontek, Carl Hoffmann, Anthony Schneider, Jim Barry, Tom Sweere,
Sabino Hernandez-Mejia, Don Krack, Dean Rix, Dave Strom, Martin Martinez,
Josh Johnson, Bob Lackmann, Lane Seifert

